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Trader Support Service is now live for pre-lodgement  
The TSS has launched its pre-lodgement process for making declarations. This news is 
especially relevant to those traders planning to move goods in the first few days of January 
2021. These movements can be pre-lodged now on the TSS portal – by yourself or your 
haulier/carrier. 
 
Other preparations you can make now 
There are now nine days until new rules around GB:NI trade take effect from 1 January 2021 
and you need to be ready. Make sure you take these steps in readiness: 
 
o Prepare for making declarations by completing the following fields in your TSS account 

for your company profile: company name, address, email, country code and both of your 
EORI numbers starting with GB and XI  

o Register for an EORI number if you have not already done so at www.gov.uk/eori  
o Agree the Incoterms® your suppliers will use to supply your goods in future 
o Identify the commodity codes for goods you move from GB to NI 
o Reach out to your hauliers and ensure they are aware of the steps they need to take, 

including:  
➢ Registering for the TSS here 

➢ Registering for GVMS, the government’s new system for coordinating the 

movement of vehicles 

➢ Check they have obtained their XI EORI number  

➢ Check that your haulier is ready to pre-lodge any movements from 1 January 

via TSS 

o Preparations to make for shipping from the 1 January:  
➢ Ensure you provide your hauliers with all the information required – including 

additional information for controlled goods 
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http://www.gov.uk/eori
https://www.nicustomstradeacademy.co.uk/resources/how-to-guides/how-to-use-incoterms/
https://www.nicustomstradeacademy.co.uk/resources/how-to-guides/how-to-identify-your-commodity-codes/
https://www.tradersupportservice.co.uk/tss?id=tss_register
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/register-for-the-goods-vehicle-movement-service
https://www.nicustomstradeacademy.co.uk/resources/how-to-guides/declaration-data-requirements-ens-safety-security-declarations/
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➢ Make sure you understand the guidance for ‘at risk’ goods and consider 

registering for the UK Trader Scheme 

o Make sure you keep accurate records of all goods movements 
 

Don’t forget the TSS contact centre is now open and if you have any queries on how to use 
the service, there are links on the TSS portal to raise an enquiry. 
 
 

Transit: new HMRC guidance published 

Traders that use Transit procedures to move goods between GB and NI now have up-to-date 
government guidance on how to use the procedure from 1 January 2021.  
 
Find out what you need to do if you start and end Transit movements in Northern Ireland 
using Common Transit (ie between the UK, EU and other countries in the Common Transit 
Convention) and Union Transit (ie between two EU territories). 
 
A separate version of the New Computerised Transit System (NCTS) has been created to 
enable you to start Transit movements in Northern Ireland from 1 January 2021. 
Read this new guidance to find out information on:  
 
o Making a transit declaration 
o Starting a Common or Union transit movement in Northern Ireland 
o Ending a Common or Union transit movement in Northern Ireland 
o Getting more information on Transit 

 
 
Movements ongoing up to 1 January 2021 
HMRC has also issued guidance for traders and hauliers moving goods or have goods in 
customs procedures at the end of the transition period. 
 
Customs movements that start ahead of the end of the transition period (11pm GMT on 31 
December 2020) will continue under the rules in place when the movement started, 
provided the goods being moved have Union status. 
 
Read more here regarding at what point new customs rules take effect and how to comply.  
 
 
Check if your goods moving into NI are not ‘at risk’ 
From 1 January, traders will be required to make declarations and may need to pay any tariffs 
due when bringing goods into NI from GB or from countries outside of the EU.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-can-declare-goods-you-bring-into-northern-ireland-not-at-risk-of-moving-to-the-eu-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-authorisation-for-the-uk-trader-scheme-if-you-bring-goods-into-northern-ireland-from-1-january-2021
https://www.tradersupportservice.co.uk/tss?id=home
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/starting-and-ending-transit-movements-in-northern-ireland-using-common-and-union-transit
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/starting-and-ending-transit-movements-in-northern-ireland-using-common-and-union-transit
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-new-computerised-transit-system-supporting-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/starting-and-ending-transit-movements-in-northern-ireland-using-common-and-union-transit#making-a-transit-declaration
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/starting-and-ending-transit-movements-in-northern-ireland-using-common-and-union-transit#starting-a-common-or-union-transit-movement-in-northern-ireland
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/starting-and-ending-transit-movements-in-northern-ireland-using-common-and-union-transit#ending-a-common-or-union-transit-movement-in-northern-ireland
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/starting-and-ending-transit-movements-in-northern-ireland-using-common-and-union-transit#get-more-information
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ongoing-customs-movements-and-procedures-at-the-end-of-the-transition-period
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Whether you as a trader have to pay a duty, and how much that duty is, will depend on 
where you are bringing the goods from and whether they are ‘at risk’ of onward movement 
to the EU. 
 
You can now check if those goods you bring into NI can be declared as being ‘not at risk’ of 
moving to the EU from 1 January 2021. 
 
Your goods will be deemed ‘not at risk’: 
o where the applicable EU tariff is zero 
o if the goods are for sale to, or final use by, end consumers located in the UK and are 

brought into NI by you as a trader if you have been authorised under the UK Trader 
Scheme (see next news item, below) 
 

Updated guidance on ‘not at risk’ is available from gov.uk here. 
 

UK Trader Scheme: helping you manage ‘not at risk’ process 
HM Government has launched a scheme for authorised traders to manage the ‘at risk’ and 
‘not at risk’ process. 
 
The scheme allows authorised businesses to undertake that the goods they are moving into 
Northern Ireland are ‘not at risk’ of onward movement to the EU. This means that authorised 
businesses will be able to move their goods with no tariff liabilities.  
 
Businesses moving goods from GB to NI are being urged to apply but you need to hurry: in 
order to declare your goods ‘not at risk’ from 1 January 2021, you must have applied for your 
UK Trader Scheme authorisation by 31 December 2020. 
 
There’s a very quick guide here on how to apply.  
 
The scheme will be focused on goods being sold to, or provided for final use by, end 
consumers located in Northern Ireland or, for internal UK trade, elsewhere in the UK. 
 
There are criteria for gaining authorisation by the UKTS as well as safeguards to prevent 
abuse of the scheme. 

 

Claim a waiver for goods that might incur ‘at risk’ tariffs 
As explained above, from 1 January 2021 you may need to pay any tariffs due when bringing 
goods into NI from GB, or from countries outside of the EU, if they are destined for onward 
movement to the EU.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-authorisation-for-the-uk-trader-scheme-if-you-bring-goods-into-northern-ireland-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-authorisation-for-the-uk-trader-scheme-if-you-bring-goods-into-northern-ireland-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-can-declare-goods-you-bring-into-northern-ireland-not-at-risk-of-moving-to-the-eu-from-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-you-can-declare-goods-you-bring-into-northern-ireland-not-at-risk-of-moving-to-the-eu-from-1-january-2021#apply


Weekly Trader Bulletin 18/11/2020 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
www.tradersupportservice.co.uk  

Copyright © 2020 Trader Support Service. All rights Reserved. 

4 

However, you may be eligible to claim a waiver on customs duty (meaning you would not 
have to pay the duty owed) if you have not exceeded the allowances set out here at the 
point your import declaration is submitted. 
 
Some key points about the GB-to-NI customs duty waiver to note: 
o You claim a waiver for customs duty on your import declaration – which is the only way 

you can make a claim 
o Waivers for duty on goods that would otherwise incur ‘at risk’ tariffs are provided in the 

form of ‘de minimis aid’. This is measured in euros 
o Most businesses can claim up to a maximum of €200,000 of aid over three tax years 
o The customs duty waivers form requires data including: 

➢ your EORI number 

➢ your business name, address contact telephone number and email address 

For full guidance on ‘at risk’ waivers on tariffs, including how to claim, see here. 
 
 
GB EORI checking service available 
In line with the UK’s withdrawal from the EU, HMRC has delivered a new online service for 
traders to check the validity of EORI numbers starting with GB.   
 
This new service will be live from today, 23 December 2020, and access to the service will be 
available via http://www.gov.uk/check-eori-number.  EORI numbers starting with XI will be 
validated using the EU EUROPA checker from 1 January 2021. 
 
 
Grace period for SPS goods: apply to DEFRA to qualify 
The Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs (DEFRA) is compiling a list of 
businesses that can take advantage of the authorised trader three-month grace period from 
official certification for agri-food/SPS products, as outlined in the Command Paper on 10 
December. 
 
Once identified, the traders will be added onto DEFRA’s authorised traders list that will be 
sent to the European Commission. 
 
The grace period covers SPS goods including products of animal origin (POAO), composite 
products, food and feed not of animal origin, and plants and plant products. 
 
‘Authorised traders’ are supermarkets and their trusted suppliers of all sizes. 
 
A ‘trusted supplier’ is one that independently moves its end product from GB to NI, for sale 
in NI. For example, a meat pie manufacturer that moves its own products from GB to NI, 
which delivers its products directly to a store for sale solely within NI would be in scope. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-a-waiver-for-duty-on-goods-that-you-bring-to-northern-ireland-from-great-britain#how-much-you-can-claim
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-a-waiver-for-duty-on-goods-that-you-bring-to-northern-ireland-from-great-britain#how-to-claim
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-a-waiver-for-duty-on-goods-that-you-bring-to-northern-ireland-from-great-britain#how-much-you-can-claim
http://www.gov.uk/check-eori-number
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/943251/2020-12-10_The_Northern_Ireland_Protocol.pdf
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Self-identify 
 
You can self-identify to apply for inclusion on the authorised traders list by completing the 
form found here.  
 
This form must be completed fully and returned 
to nisupermarketandsupplierlist@defra.gov.uk by 5pm (GMT) on 28 December 2020. 
 
DEFRA will attempt to respond to all emails within two working days to either: 
o confirm your business is included on the list and detail your business’ unique registration 

number  
or 

o reject your application with reasoning and steps to resolution. Businesses can challenge 
rejection decisions via email until 28 December 2020. 
 

For any queries relating to authorised trader requirements or the grace period, 
email nisupermarketandsupplierlist@defra.gov.uk 
 
 
More TSS user guides: time to get practical 
For time-poor traders and intermediaries, the most efficient way to see how the TSS’s digital-
first solution supports making declarations is through illustrated user guides and short video 
demonstrations. 
 
Starting from 1 January 2021, carriers of goods moving from GB to NI must submit an Entry 
Summary Declaration (ENS) containing the safety and security information about the goods. 
 
Three new user guides are available on NICTA taking you through how to create new ENS 
declarations using the TSS portal. These guides are accompanied by short videos explaining 
the process (see below). 
 
 
Hear/see: video demos worth a watch 
Two short videos, produced to accompany NICTA’s library of user guides (see above), have 
been uploaded to the NICTA website and are worth a few minutes of your viewing time.  
 
The core function of TSS is to help registrants submit declarations and the six-minute Create 
and submit an ENS Declaration video shows you how. 
You are guided through the various steps towards submission and can scroll back at any point 
if you want to hear/see any step a second time. You’ll be shown how to save a draft 
submission that you might want to revisit later, to add more consignment details or amend 
them.   
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/946655/authorised-trader-form.pdf
mailto:nisupermarketandsupplierlist@defra.gov.uk
mailto:nisupermarketandsupplierlist@defra.gov.uk
https://www.nicustomstradeacademy.co.uk/resources/tss-user-guides/
https://www.nicustomstradeacademy.co.uk/resources/how-to-guides/tss-portal-create-and-submit-an-ens-declaration-video/
https://www.nicustomstradeacademy.co.uk/resources/how-to-guides/tss-portal-create-and-submit-an-ens-declaration-video/
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The flexibility of the process and the control it gives you are highlighted. 
 
The second video, Create and update an Enquiry Case, is two minutes in length and walks 
you through how to raise an enquiry on the TSS portal. The system’s record-keeping of any 
case you raise is highlighted.  
 
 

https://www.nicustomstradeacademy.co.uk/resources/how-to-guides/tss-portal-create-and-update-an-enquiry-case/

