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TSS this week: in numbers 
 
33,150 
The number of businesses now registered on TSS, with 7,000 signing up since  
1 January 
 
52,165 
The total number of goods movements handled by TSS since 1 January, involving 150,272 
consignments  
 
 

Updated process for controlled goods  
If you are moving controlled goods, the declarations you submit from 15 February will 
require additional data so we can generate the required ENS Safety & Security declarations 
and Simplified Frontier declarations (SFDs).  
 
This is because TSS has enhanced its processes to align with CDS declaration requirements.  
 
The exceptions to this are: 

• Import declarations that are pre-lodged before February 15 will not be affected by 
this change.  

• If you need to use the TSS bulk upload API, these changes will not be required from 
15 February. We will contact you directly to share the timeline and specification for 
the API when it has been updated for controlled goods. 
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• For supermarkets with easements through DEFRA and HMRC, we will contact you 
directly to discuss how these new processes apply to you.      

 
Controlled goods typically require additional processes, licences or certification. You can find 
examples of controlled goods here and visit the Northern Ireland (EU) Tariff tool to identify 
whether goods you move are controlled or not. 
 
As with the current process, you will need to submit data that is accepted and authorised by 
TSS ahead of any goods movement.  
 
Preparations to make now 
Traders should be ready to either supply the information direct to TSS or indirectly via their 
haulier/carrier.  
 
As commercial data is needed, you may prefer to supply information independently to 
maintain confidentiality of the item price. Full details of the data required are outlined in this 
guide.  
  

Action list 
Preparing for these enhanced processes is critical, as the additional data for controlled goods 
must be submitted and approved before they are transported. The following actions should 
be taken immediately if you plan to move goods in the week following 15 February: 
 

Step 1: Consult the Northern Ireland (EU) Tariff tool referred to above to identify 
whether your goods are controlled, and if so, if there are any additional 
documentation or certification requirements. 

Step 2: Determine who will provide the additional consignment data (e.g. you, the GB 
supplier or the NI purchaser etc.) 

Step 3: Review the data guide here  

Step 4: Pre-lodge declarations well in advance of goods movements; as with any new 
process, it may take some time for you and your partners to become familiar with 
these requirements. Allowing time for TSS to clarify any issues with your information 
is advisable. 

Step 5: Ensure you and your haulier have an agreed process in place to share and 
upload licences or documents, in the event that checks are required. 

We appreciate this process change for controlled goods will mean you need to take more 
time to get ready before your first movement. You can pre-lodge import declarations up to 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/list-of-goods-imported-into-great-britain-from-the-eu-that-are-controlled
https://www.trade-tariff.service.gov.uk/xi/sections
https://www.nicustomstradeacademy.co.uk/resources/how-to-guides/declaration-data-requirements-ens-safety-security-declarations/
https://www.nicustomstradeacademy.co.uk/resources/how-to-guides/declaration-data-requirements-ens-safety-security-declarations/
https://www.nicustomstradeacademy.co.uk/resources/how-to-guides/declaration-data-requirements-ens-safety-security-declarations/
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14 days in advance of departure. We recommend you pre-lodge declarations at least 48 
hours ahead of your planned goods movement. 
 

 

Supplementary declarations – a reminder  
To help you prepare for the imminent need to complete supplementary declarations, we 
have published new guidance here on the NICTA portal.   
 
This guidance is in addition to the existing Supplementary Declarations guide on NICTA, 
covering the data required. A webinar recording on preparing for supplementary 
declarations is available here.  

  
The declarant of record is responsible for completing the Supplementary declaration. Please 
refer to the guidance if you are unsure who the declarant of record is for any goods 
movements you are involved in. 
 
 

‘Consignment first’ groupage: evolving the TSS service  
Groupage is the commercial grouping of multiple consignments within a single trailer or 
vehicle. 
 
This can involve several independent hauliers combining their separate part-load 
consignments into a single full load or a single haulier collecting multiple distinct 
consignments from different suppliers or from different locations to create a single load for 
shipment to NI. 
 
Haulier feedback 
After consulting hauliers, from the 15 February TSS will be making changes to its declarations 
submission process to better accommodate groupage loads.  
 
Traders can now input consignments into the TSS portal, create your MRN numbers and then 
pass this information to your haulier. 
 
Hauliers can then create their final ENS by combining all consignments under one ENS 
header once the full trailer or vehicle load has been completed, submitting the declaration 
through TSS. 
 
Full instructions and guidance will be available on NICTA shortly.  
 

 

https://www.nicustomstradeacademy.co.uk/resources/how-to-guides/supplementary-declarations-guide-to-preparation-steps/
https://www.nicustomstradeacademy.co.uk/resources/how-to-guides/declaration-data-requirements-supplementary-declarations/
https://www.nicustomstradeacademy.co.uk/resources/webinars/#supplementary-declarations
https://www.nicustomstradeacademy.co.uk/resources/how-to-guides/supplementary-declarations-guide-to-preparation-steps/
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TSS in action: case studies and popular queries  
Subjects you have raised most often with TSS this past week  
 

It was another busy week for the Trader Support Service, with our TSS agents fielding 
queries from a wide variety of businesses.  
 
Here are the topics most frequently raised in the past seven days with embedded links to 
where you can access further guidance on those queries. 
 

1. Making ENS declarations 
One of the most frequent questions TSS gets asked is how to use the service for making ENS 
declarations. Whether you’re moving goods that are classified as standard, controlled, SPS or 
excise, we’ve created short, succinct guides here on what to do and where TSS can help.   

2. Supplementary declarations  
From mid-February you are required to submit supplementary declarations by the fourth 
day of the month after your goods have been delivered. TSS will support you in submitting 
these – a process outlined in this guide and also here on preparations to make for submitting 
supplementary declarations. 

3. ‘At risk’  
This is a popular topic for businesses moving goods from GB to NI, especially those using 
Transit procedures to do so. HM Government has created the UK Trader Scheme for 
businesses to get help with managing the process.  We also hosted a webinar on goods 
movements into NI recently and you can view a recording of that here. 

4. Moving fish 
This is a new entrant into our weekly list of top queries. If moving fish from GB to NI, there is 
guidance from HM Government here.  

5. Transit 
Goods movement journeys from NI to GB via Ireland (the EU) require export declarations 
that are supported by TSS. It’s a process we have outlined in summary here. 

 

 

 

https://www.nicustomstradeacademy.co.uk/resources/how-to-guides/declaration-data-requirements-ens-safety-security-declarations/
https://www.nicustomstradeacademy.co.uk/resources/how-to-guides/declaration-data-requirements-ens-safety-security-declarations/
https://www.nicustomstradeacademy.co.uk/resources/checklists/
https://www.nicustomstradeacademy.co.uk/resources/how-to-guides/declaration-data-requirements-supplementary-declarations/
https://www.nicustomstradeacademy.co.uk/resources/how-to-guides/supplementary-declarations-guide-to-preparation-steps/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-authorisation-for-the-uk-trader-scheme-if-you-bring-goods-into-northern-ireland-from-1-january-2021
https://www.nicustomstradeacademy.co.uk/resources/webinars/#tariffs-ni
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/exporting-or-moving-fish-from-the-uk
https://www.nicustomstradeacademy.co.uk/resources/checklists/export-declarations-for-ni-to-gb-via-ireland/
https://www.nicustomstradeacademy.co.uk/resources/checklists/export-declarations-for-ni-to-gb-via-ireland/
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TSS in action: freight forwarder who became a TSS fan  
Freight transport firm James International Forwarding Ltd (JIF) specialises in express freight 
and thermo logistics. Early in February, the firm needed to move pharmaceuticals under 
temperature controls from Banbury in GB to Belfast.  
 
Unsure of how TSS could help, a JIF director called the free-to-use service on the afternoon 
of Wednesday 3 February hoping to be able to book a ferry crossing for that Sunday.  
 
A TSS agent picked up the case at 3.50pm on Friday. 
 
“The client wasn’t 100% sure about using the TSS for this movement,” the agent says. “I told 
him that, as you’ve registered for TSS, you can use the service it provides.” 
 
JIF had already created a draft Goods Movement Reference (GMR) – a number and barcode 
required per vehicle, per movement, which drivers must present at the port of departure to 
prove their goods have pre-lodged all the necessary declarations. 
 
The director had read the NICTA guide on creating GMRs, praising it for being “very accurate 
and precise”. 
 
He still needed help with the final details of making an ENS declaration and TSS talked him 
through the process. 
 
Early the following week, the TSS consultant called IF to check on progress. “The vehicle had 
moved from GB to NI and back no problem,” the TSS consultant says. “The JIF director was 
very appreciative and said he would use TSS for all his declarations from now on as we were 
so helpful.” 
 
 
 

https://www.nicustomstradeacademy.co.uk/resources/how-to-guides/how-to-create-a-gmr-on-gvms/

